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Issue date: 15 September 2008
DAVID ADJAYE CHOOSES AMERICAN TULIPWOOD FOR LANDMARK ‘SCLERA’ PAVILION
This year’s world renowned London Design Festival sees architect David Adjaye in a unique collaboration with The American Hardwood Export Council to create a dramatic pavilion of American tulipwood. The pavilion will stand at the Southbank centre, near the back of the Royal Festival Hall, from 13 September to 12 October.  Named “Sclera”, the pavilion demonstrates the flexibility of American tulipwood in a unique application which blurs the boundaries between architecture, design, engineering and sculpture.  
To David Adjaye, the name “Sclera” means a ‘space from my viewpoint’ as well as the more medical definition (the outer enclosure of the eyeball).  It’s not surprising therefore that the pavilion is elliptical, with a large inner chamber whose airiness and freedom is emphasised by the lightness and transparency of the timber construction. Its open design invites visitors to experience the stunning effect of light and contrast in the curved interior. 
David Adjaye selected American tulipwood for its inherent flexibility, strength, attractive grain and varying colour hues of pale yellow through to mid brown. Its working properties make tulipwood suitable for a wide range of applications, but it is not generally specified for external applications or such large scale projects. 
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Leading wood preservation specialists Osmose have been technical advisors to the project and will be working closely with AHEC in the coming months on further research to extend tulipwood’s range of potential applications for external joinery and cladding.   German fabricators Hess Wohnwerk faced a significant challenge in the size of the pavilion structure and the amount of wood involved. The pavilion was transported in four trucks from Germany and constructed on site by UK company Mtech, working together with Hess Wohnwerk specialists.  
European Director of the American Hardwood Export Council David Venables says: “This has been an extraordinary project for us. We were delighted when David Adjaye chose American tulipwood – a wood normally associated with more mundane applications. This project shows it literally in a new light and the result is spectacular”. 
“Sclera” stays in place until the Frieze Art Fair (16–19 October). It will be offered for sale at Phillips de Pury & Company’s London Contemporary Art Evening sale in October.
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Notes to editors:

American Hardwood Export Council 

AHEC, provider of the tulipwood for this project, is the leading international trade association for the US hardwood industry providing technical research, information and inspiration to architects, designers and construction professionals.

As the world faces up to environmental change, with sustainability the watchword for natural materials, the good news is that the net volume of hardwood growing stock in the US has increased from 184,090 million cubic feet in 1953 to just under 400,000 million cubic feet in 2007*.

   *Resource Planning Act Assessment 2007  

www.sustainablehardwoods.info
For further information, please contact Maggie Young or Ruth Williams at The Good Agency 
maggie@thegoodagency.co.uk  ruth.w@thegoodagency.co.ukTelephone: 020 7738 1900 

