Transcript of interview with David Adjaye, 15th September 2008.

Can you tell me about the beginning concept of the building and design?

Well right from the start what I wanted to do was to use a material, and to not just use it in terms of surface effect, but to use a material to be the construction, the post and beam, the bones of the building, the lining of the walls, the atmosphere, and even the decoration and the ornament of the building. I wanted to find something to work with that would allow me to explore all these things as one seamless construction.

And the actual design itself, where was the inspiration taken from?

In my own work, I’m very interested in the way in which we receive and perceive light, how light hits the eye and how it affects the emotions, so I wanted to make a chamber for light – this is really a ‘light chamber’.  Because it is a freestanding object to go in a space, I wanted to make it not something that had any ninety degree angles in it, but something that was more of a cylindrical form which could orientate itself to any view but could also be a ‘full-stop’ in a landscape. It was conceived as a cylindrical chamber that would modulate light around it through this material.

What is your feeling about it being at the London design festival?

It is fantastic for it to be at the London Design Festival, because we are prototyping a new building material that has never been used as an external construction material, and we’re looking at making a pavilion that is about ‘uplifting’ really, and that for me is half the agenda of what design is about, actually elevating people with the things we make.

And would you say it is architecture or art?

I would say I’m uninterested in both those definitions, because that is for people to decide. For me there is no difference between architecture and art. For me, the thing has to work practically, emotionally, and intellectually, and that’s what I strive to do in my work.

And emotionally for you, what does it mean seeing the finished structure here?

It has inspired more thoughts... and although I wasn’t here on the day it opened, I was being sent images of it open and I saw lots of children playing in the space and it was extraordinary to me; to see how intuitively they got it and could run around it, and being here today seeing how people have been interacting with it, it’s always the best feeling.

In one sentence, if you had to sum up what this project meant from beginning to end, what would that be?

It has been an incredibly liberating journey for me, because it’s been about exploring something that I’m incredibly passionate about, and having a team who have been completely behind delivering it, and that has been very special.

